
A STATEMENT ON THE SUSPENSION OF  
DAVID WATSON FROM THE LABOUR PARTY   

Momentum condemns the suspension of David 
Watson from the Labour Party, which was first 
made known on 6 May by an unnamed Party 
“spokesperson” in the Jewish Chronicle newspa-
per.  
This is symptomatic of a lack of due process in this 
case, and the failure to apply the principles of natural 
justice. Journalists were briefed about the suspension 
before David was informed. The Labour Party did not 
post the notice of administrative suspension to David 
until 9 May, after days of inaccurate and inflammatory 
media coverage.  
David Watson is a longstanding socialist and anti-
racist campaigner, well known for his charitable and 
fundraising work for progressive causes. He has 
worked with the Anne Frank project on Holocaust 
awareness and was part of a delegation with Jewish 
activists to Israel and Palestine. So forthright has he 
been in challenging anti-Semitism that he has himself 
been subject to anti-Semitic abuse.  
We have seen evidence to suggest that elements 
within the Labour Party opposed to Jeremy Corbyn 
generated this campaign against David. When he 
stated that criticism of Israel was not anti-Semitism, a 
local Labour member whose abuse of Labour and its 
leader is incessant, tweeted, “What are you doing 
about anti-Semites in the Party? This guy is Waltham-
stow CLP fundraiser”. This started a series of pub-
lished attacks on various sites based on highly selec-
tive quotes trawled from his Facebook and Twitter ac-
counts.  
The sensationalist article that appeared in the Jewish 
Chronicle is highly misleading and attributes to David 
views he has not expressed, including distortion of 
mainstream media articles posted on his Facebook 
page.  
Momentum condemns the conduct of figures in the 
local Labour Party including that of an MP who re-
posted the Jewish Chronicle article implying endorse-
ment and its accuracy. This happened before any for-

mal notification of suspension or the basis for it was 
issued. These actions created a presumption of guilt 
even before any process had taken place. They have 
associated David with anti-Semitism even though the 
Labour Party itself had not made any formal allegation 
of this nature.  
David and others' support for the Palestine Solidarity 
Campaign and empathy with oppressed Palestinians 
is a legitimate activity, as is his support for Israeli so-
cialists and peace activists. There must exist in our 
Party the freedom to discuss in a comradely manner 
the Palestine-Israel conflict. We remind Party mem-
bers that Fatah, the main part of the PLO, is Labour’s 
sister Party in the Socialist International.  
Momentum totally condemns anti-Semitism and sup-
ports Jeremy Corbyn's launch of an inquiry led by 
Shami Chakrabarti. We welcome his robust response 
to the handful of cases of alleged anti-Semitism and 
other offensive conduct in our Party.  
To fight anti-Semitism and Islamophobia in Waltham 
Forest we need comradely self-criticism, education, 
and awareness raising of these complex issues. We 
oppose a McCarthyite atmosphere being created by 
some elements within the Party which can undermine 
such efforts. The UNITE leader Len McCluskey is cor-
rect to condemn such actions as “nothing more than a 
cynical attempt to manipulate anti-Semitism for politi-
cal aims, because this is all about constantly challeng-
ing Jeremy Corbyn’s leadership.”  
Momentum calls for David’s suspension to be lifted 
and his case addressed swiftly through a fair and 
transparent procedure, we are confident that David 
has no case to answer. Momentum calls for new rules 
to be put in place by the Party to govern the handling - 
and the press briefing - of sensitive disciplinary mat-
ters, and for all suspensions to be agreed in advance 
by NEC members after the person concerned has the 
right to make representations.  
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